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BEUING, CHINA
NOVEMBER 4, 2012

Mr. GaoZhuoxian and distinguished members of this opening ceremony, Mr. Zhu Qiang, dear col-
leagues and friends from the international library community, ladies and gentlemen:

Good morning!

It is my immense honor to be
asked to offer some congratula-
tory remarks to the delegates at
this prestigious conference this

morning.

This is the opening of the Interna-
tional Conference on Change and
Challenge: redefining the future

of academic libraries, as well as

the annual meeting of the Pacific
Rim Digital Library Alliance. As IFLA President, | am acutely aware of the importance of such interna-
tional conferences where experts from many countries meet to discuss and advance the issues and
opportunities presented to all libraries in our rapidly evolving digital environment. Information is
global, and libraries can and should be linked in many ways to facilitate access to information for all.
| know that it is a major undertaking to plan such a conference, and | sincerely congratulate our Chi-
nese hosts, the Peking University Library in association with CALIS, for preparing such a stimulating

and interesting professional and social program.

It is also the 110" anniversary celebration of the Peking University Library. This is my first time visit-
ing this university and its library, but | have heard a lot about it from its director, Zhu Qjang, whom |
met when he was a member of IFLA’s Governing Board a few years ago. | know that this library
holds tremendous historical collections but it is also taking a leadership role in developing innova-

tive digital collections and services, and has become one of the leading research libraries in China.
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My sincere congratulations to the Peking University Library for its 110 years of service, and | wish it
not only another 110 years of success, but given China’s rich cultural heritage over many centuries, |

think it would be more appropriate to wish it 1000 more years of service!

There are many challenges for all libraries in the coming years, but | consider them to be opportuni-
ties as we develop new service models to continue to provide public access to and preservation of
information resources in all formats. My theme for my IFLA Presidency is “Libraries: a Force for
Change”. | truly believe that we can be a positive force for change. IFLA is the trusted global voice of
libraries representing 1500 members from over 150 countries. | am pleased to see that the number
of Chinese members of IFLA is growing, and | can attest to the fact that they are all very active in
adding their voices and their perspectives to global library discussions. As an international federa-
tion, IFLA’s goal is to sustain and strengthen the role of libraries in this rapidly changing digital age,
and to empower libraries to enable their users and communities to have equitable access to infor-

mation.

The library of today and the future involves dynamic services, support for new ways of learning and
research, collaboration regionally, nationally and internationally, and customization of space and
services. And we will have to be “out there” and visible in physical and digital space to continue to

provide expert services and to remain relevant in the societies in which we operate.

While the nature and shape of libraries will continue to evolve to respond to the changing needs of
their users, the special power of libraries will never change. They are a place for the exploration and
exchange of ideas. Collectively they contain the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of all genera-
tions. By levering that knowledge, libraries can contribute to the social cohesion of their respective
communities. Through the development of their various programs and services, libraries can offer
all people the opportunity to participate in the social, cultural and political life of their nations.

We should never underestimate the power of libraries to make positive changes in peoples’ lives,

and therefore, in their communities and society as a whole.

| wish you all a most successful conference!

Thank you

Ingrid Parent

IFLA President ST
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Dear colleagues,

Ladies and gentlemen,

After nearly two days of seminar presentations and vigorous discussions, the international con-
ference in Celebrating 110th Anniversary of the Peking University Library, on Change and Chal-
lenge: Redefine the Future of Academic Libraries, in conjuction with the PRDLA 2012 annual
meeting, has come to a successful end. [, on behalf of Peking University Library, would like to
thank all of you for your participation in the conference and stay with us to the last minute.

The words “Change”, “Reform” and “Transition” are the most popular words during the confer-
ence. Onher 110 years of history, Peking University library has, for several times, faced change,
reform and transition. And now once again we will have a transition in responding to profound
changes occurring constantly in Peking University and higher education, research libraries, and
scholarship in the digital age. This transition identified many opportunities - opportunities that
will position Peking University Library to support research, teaching, and learning now and in
the future in even better ways. To this goal, our main tasks in next 5 years will focus on the fol-
lowing program areas:

1. Library renovation and space improvement. Library space must flexibly accommodate evolv-
ing information technologies and their implementation as well as become a “labo ratory” for
new ways of teaching and learning in a wired or wire less environment. At the same time, the
library, by its architectural expression and sitting, must continue to reflect the unique legacy
and traditions of the institution of which it is part.

2. Strengthen our commitment to teaching, learning and research, from “support it” to
“integrate with it”. We will deliver the greatest possible value to our patrons by integrating our
expertise and resource into course teaching, research programs and learning activities in an all
around way.

3. For collection development, we must emphasize providing access and not only acquisition of
materials when appropriate. We will expand special collections not only in printed forms such
as manuscripts and rare books, but also in digital formats and medias , such as academic blogs,
websites, and email correspondence, and especially those materials produced by PKU faculty

and scholars, and collection areas that represent particular strengths.
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4. Increased utilization of networked web services, digital scholarship and web-based publish-
ing suggest that we must reconsider how and to whom we provide access of information. With
advanced technology, we will make efforts to let our users access our collections regardless of
their location and promote the resource sharing in an international academic circle.

There are much more work we should do and I am not going to go further here. All in all, let’s
open our heart and embrace the challenges as well as opportunities!

Dear participants, I hope that your valuable experience and strategic thinking in the conference
will provide references to the points. [ hope that you will achieve greater success in the future,
and make more contributions to the cause of academic libraries and the completion of the mis-
sion of academic libraries in the new era.

The organizing committee members of the conference and our library staff, including student
volunteers, have worked hard to make this conference a success. They deserve our heart-felt
gratitude. Special thanks go to the database vendors who sponsored the conference.

Again, thank you very much for coming and for participating.

Thank you all!

Zhu Qiang

Library Director

Peking University Library TR
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Peking University Library 110th Anniversary 1902-2012

Closing Plenaries Performances

A FT B $

Kunqu Opera
The Peony Pavilion 44+ &k &

String Quartet

The Butterfly Lover ATt

The Hungarian Dances € F )& & % # 5
The Night Jasmine & &4

Dai Dance
Love Song in the Bamboo House 41 #1453
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